
 1 

             The    Nugget 
      News from the Nevada County Superintendent of Schools office 
   

        October / November 2019                     Scott W. Lay, Superintendent 

 

Halloween falls on October 31 because 
the ancient Gaelic festival of Samhain, con-
sidered the earliest known root of  Hallow-
een, occurred on this day. It marked a pivot-
al time of year when seasons changed, but 
more importantly, observers also believed 
the boundary between this world and the 
next became especially thin at this time, en-
abling them to connect with the dead. This 
belief is shared by some other cultures; a 
similar idea is mentioned around the Jewish 
holiday of Yom Kippur, which also typically 
occurs in October and involves saying pray-
ers for the dead. This is also where Hallow-
een gains its "haunted" connotations.  

 

 
 

Thanksgiving, which occurs on the fourth Thurs-

day in November, is based on the colonial          

Pilgrims' 1621 harvest meal.   

Did you know, the woman who wrote "Mary Had 

A Little Lamb" is also the person responsible for 

making Thanksgiving an official holiday? After   

petitioning the government for 17 years, writ-

er Sarah Josepha Hale finally convinced Abraham 

Lincoln in 1863 to make Thanksgiving a national 

holiday that takes place every year. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samhain
http://www.history.com/news/abraham-lincoln-and-the-mother-of-thanksgiving
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CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 

https://sites.google.com/nevco.org/ncsos-ngsspd/home
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Grass Valley Flyer Penn Valley Flyer 

Two classes—Grass Valley & Penn Valley. View full flyers: 

 

 

 

PARTNERS Family Resource Centers (FRC)
welcomes two new staff members and sends 
best wishes to two dedicated staff members 
who retired in July.  We thank Meg Luce, Par-
enting Specialist, and Nohemi Mead, Promo-
tora, for their dedication and positive ap-
proach.   They leave some big shoes to fill and 
we are grateful for their service to families over 
the past 8 years. Both are missed, but we are 
lucky to have found new staff members who 
are energized and ready to go.   

We are very pleased to introduce Rocio Mojica-
Bierwirth and Annie Keeling, who joined us at 
the Grass Valley FRC to take the reins from   
Nohemi and Meg.   

Rocio Mojica-Bierwirth is 
our new Latino Outreach 
Specialist.  She has jumped 
right in and is drafting new 
ways to engage and support 
Latino youth and fami-
lies.  We were fortunate 
that Nohemi and Rocio 
worked side by side for a 
month.  Together they created a fun communi-
ty party to welcome Rocio and to say thank you 
to Nohemi for her support.  

Email Rocio: rmojica-bierwirth@nevco.org  

Cell: 530-268-5317     Office:  530-273-7077 

Annie Keeling is the new Parenting Specialist and has two classes scheduled for after 
the first of the year (see flyers) and is available to consult with families on a one-on-
one basis during the fall.  Annie will be offering the Triple P curriculum and also comes 
with extensive knowledge to support parents who are challenged by their  children’s 
off-track behaviors.   
We hope you’ll have a chance to meet Rocio and Annie this year.  Please don’t hesitate 
to call them to learn more, and please spread the word about the services they 
offer.  Their family support services are available to all families in Western Nevada 
county.  

Email Annie:  akeeling@nevco.org  
Phone:  530-268-5086 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uRcjYOS_0G65b8sXELsCnz6I-9BkfcNZ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Q4nZ6Pi1ux7VgTHLNC4NRYnh9xExtxXM
mailto:rmojica-bierwirth@nevco.org
mailto:akeeling@nevco.org
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NCSOS enjoyed hosting the Teacher of the Year dinner event at the  

Miners Foundry Cultural Center. 
 

Congratulations to our teachers of the year!  

Rob Metcalfe, Drama Teacher at Nevada Union High School from the Nevada 
Joint Union High School District was awarded County Teacher of the Year.  

Congratulations are also in order for our district Teachers of the Year. We're so 
proud of you all!  

 Amy Cimino - Chicago Park Elementary School District  

 Andrea Hansen - Clear Creek School District 

 Sarah White - Grass Valley School District 

 Julie Bair - Nevada City School District 

 Carrie Brunt - Nevada County Superintendent of Schools 

 Rob Metcalfe—Nevada Union High School 

 Susan Lima - Penn Valley Union Elementary School District 

 Cynthia Hill - Pleasant Ridge Union School District 

 Nicole Jennings - Union Hill School District  

 A two-year professional de-

velopment program (2019-

2021),  where 3rd, 4th and 

5th grade teachers in Nevada 

County will learn how to 

teach educational standards 

through authentic citizen sci-

ence focused on the health of 

our local forests.  

RSVP: Email Sol Henson 

Phone: 530-477-7132 xt. 207 

https://www.facebook.com/Nevada-Union-High-School-501780566620716/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCmXE4wM8Dhctg7y3NNRPfxRnCmD3S3uq45r-LQXdxqS5u2VcdPI26ePQYDXq-1K9xg8rQ2q9u2Rc31&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAk2FuBHd1VHuIDA8qbJjW8u_ZqR1YPxl06Q_JzOp0UVrOLJOOsOymoapfrPqqh
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Nevada-Joint-Union-High-School-District/161248837229270?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBInK8VJYTlXDjJCYeK8Ahr1Sf1pU-BEt1-ZEE8nT55_Cy7b_ViTJnzJXr1g9O_7jmm-sy3FRXMsI9M&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAk2FuBHd1VHuIDA8qbJjW8u_ZqR1YPxl06Q_JzOp0U
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Nevada-Joint-Union-High-School-District/161248837229270?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBInK8VJYTlXDjJCYeK8Ahr1Sf1pU-BEt1-ZEE8nT55_Cy7b_ViTJnzJXr1g9O_7jmm-sy3FRXMsI9M&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAk2FuBHd1VHuIDA8qbJjW8u_ZqR1YPxl06Q_JzOp0U
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chicago-Park-Elementary/767592629980694?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAvxXtFunAYcLfP3QSIbmweI8KQC05r15xbtmIONjXnyTfTAkIZ51VlkSUozHS_Tzus4DNnqj-b3MMs&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAk2FuBHd1VHuIDA8qbJjW8u_ZqR1YPxl06Q_JzOp0UVrOLJOOsOymoapfr
https://www.facebook.com/clearcreekschool/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARB9P1QTK34WXnkhdjhxa_sgJ4UAzyD7q6gNfoSUGemn_yCjS45Q_Dd_TWbl91ECSiy_ITh4b5BFU2hh&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAk2FuBHd1VHuIDA8qbJjW8u_ZqR1YPxl06Q_JzOp0UVrOLJOOsOymoapfrPqqhVCQpMUcH82zTA1ONayOG48Id
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Grass-Valley-School-District/147827215262066?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARClTrQFYnBxBwkWEWnwnEfvfecC2e1QqzbbF3jymBvAe47fNin1hX_pdzvs2r9ejzbi04v-FPfboAnF&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAk2FuBHd1VHuIDA8qbJjW8u_ZqR1YPxl06Q_JzOp0UVrOLJOOsOym
https://www.facebook.com/nevadacityschooldistrict/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCNsFrVGYhHM2xOh5nFBbnTCYireaH7IIeD_5NFA7AezM6q35lauBWLT4suW3HRXBvasShi3AWuzyvB&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAk2FuBHd1VHuIDA8qbJjW8u_ZqR1YPxl06Q_JzOp0UVrOLJOOsOymoapfrPqqhVCQpMUcH82zTA1ON
https://www.facebook.com/NCSOS/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDqmRmNPlcPOABIVOyaJ5ZP3fUo5VSwsLydl1J6PVKXAn0cDDi3cmkmT9jmiMNIBAfPbocvgMWamG92&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAk2FuBHd1VHuIDA8qbJjW8u_ZqR1YPxl06Q_JzOp0UVrOLJOOsOymoapfrPqqhVCQpMUcH82zTA1ONayOG48IdIBQndTpmR_n
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Union-Hill-School-District/122309757825893?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAkNMTlDc7WwhhMcxaPMfe1DfSTIJnmeOEQSxZUY1wvWsFfqIVeBcOXLJSUjlFEV2LT6YT1a3ptNBro&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAk2FuBHd1VHuIDA8qbJjW8u_ZqR1YPxl06Q_JzOp0UVrOLJOOsOymoa
mailto:sol@sierrastreams.org
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Email for more info 

The Arts 

Learn More Here 

Registration begins in November 

 

NCSOS  
Summary of Arts 

Education  

Programs:  

2019-2020 
 

Offering local, state, 

and national arts   

programs countywide, 

grades K-12. 

 

 

 
 

Poetry Out Loud encourages students to learn about great poetry through memo-

rization and recitation. This program helps students master public speaking skills, 
build self-confidence, and learn about literary history and contemporary life.   
See timeline and calendar of events on page 9. 
 

For more information contact:   

Lead Teacher Liaison, Steve Hansen at shansen@njuhsd.com or Coordinator and 
Coach,   Julie Valin at juleree_99@yahoo.com, or go to www.poetryoutloud.org  

mailto:info@nevadacountyarts.org
https://sites.google.com/nevco.org/arts/home
mailto:shansen@njuhsd.com
mailto:juleree_99@yahoo.com
http://www.poetryoutloud.org
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Grass Valley School District 

Child Nutrition Program  

Monthly Updates   

School Lunch Menus   

Nutrition + Education Information 

 

LEARN MORE HERE 

 More Information 

 

 

The Keeping Kids Safe In Cars webinar covers two local coalition development        

issues:  Safety seat and CPS best and practical practices, and preventing kids from   

being left in cars. The safety seat program component will increase your knowledge 

about: Current safety seat technician training resources, and the nuts and bolts of 

programs to teach parents and caregivers to correctly use safety seats. The how to 

prevent kids being left in cars component will cover: How to elevate this issue, and 

prevention within the communities you serve, to reach parents, caregivers, law en-

forcement, business owners with parking, and community leaders. The bottom line 

is, to ensure that children travel safely in vehicles, and always, are not left in vehicles 

when the drive is over and/or the car is parked. 

WHEN: Nov 21, 2019 - 10:00 AM Pacific Time  

To register for Keeping Kids Safe In Cars webinar:  

                         REGISTER HERE  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about 

joining the webinar. 

Keeping Kids Safe In Cars - Webinar 

Courtesy of CA Coalition for Children’s Safety & Health 

https://uwnc.org/food-access-saturday
http://www.nevadacountycns.com
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_H-7g2BP0Q7yWoPyrB_5CzA
https://csnnc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=360a1764d8f7fe39627010aec&id=19e695a607&e=a0eacb6708
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HOMELANDS Free Event:  

Saturday, November 2, 2019 

10:00am-4:00pm 

Sierra College, NCC   

250 Sierra College Drive, Grass Valley 

 

We ♥ Nevada County 

More Info 

INFO 

  

18th Annual      

“Read to Your 

Child”  

Halloween Book 

Giveaway. 

Make reading  

a family tradition. 
 

Thursday, Oct. 31st 

10am to 1pm 

Grass Valley Elks Lodge 

109 S. School Street 
 

Pick out a FREE book 

(English & Spanish) 

SAFE TRICK  

OR TREAT 

For Preschoolers 
  

 

 

 

Downtown  

Grass Valley 
Free candy & treats from 

downtown merchants 

 

October 31st 

10am—1pm 

 

MORE INFO 

Child Advocates Child Safety  

Puppeteer Program 

NEO Youth Center 

https://neoyouthcenter.org/
https://hhshelter.org/
https://www.caofnc.org/child-safety-puppeteers
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Quick Reference Calendars 

Calendar events have been highlighted in previous editions of The Nugget and are listed in chronological order.  

Back issues of The Nugget, with additional information, can be found at The Nugget Back Issues.  

CPR/AED/First Aid Skills Demo Check Class 

DATE  CLASS DESCRIPTION TIME 

Mon, October 28, 2019—CLASS IS FULL CPR/AED/First Aid Skills Demo check 12:30p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Mon, October 28, 2019—CLASS IS FULL CPR/AED/First Aid Skills Demo check 3:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 

Wed, November 6, 2019 CPR/AED/First Aid Skills Demo check 3:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 

Tue, November 19, 2019 CPR/AED/First Aid Skills Demo check 3:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 

Wed,  December 4,  2019 CPR/AED/First Aid Skills Demo check 3:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 

The cost of the class is $45.00 and must be paid PRIOR to us sending you a link to the on-line 

course – we accept exact cash or check only. NOTE: the fee is non-refundable.  

You can either stop by our office to pay or mail the check - payable to NCSOS.   

Please do not mail cash. 

Mail checks to: NCSOS 380 Crown Point Circle, Grass Valley, CA 95945 ATTN: CPR.   

BTSA Teacher Induction Program 

All seminars are 4:00-6:00PM, held in the Training Room at the NCSOS office:  

380 Crown Point Circle, Grass Valley 

To learn more, visit North Coast School of Ed. 

 DATE GROUP 

Tue, November 5, 2019 BTSA Induction Seminar 

Wed, November 6, 2019 BTSA Mentor Academy 

Tue, December 3, 2019 BTSA Mentor Academy 

Tue, January 7, 2020 BTSA Induction Seminar 

Wed, January 8, 2020 BTSA Mentor Academy 

Tue, February 4, 2020 BTSA Induction Seminar 

Tue, March 3, 2020 BTSA Induction Seminar 

Tue, April 14, 2020 BTSA Induction Sharecase 

Wed, April 15, 2020 BTSA Induction Sharecase 

http://nevco.org/the-nugget-newsletter/
http://www.ncsoe.org


 9 

Quick Reference Guide 

MORE INFO 

Submissions for future Nugget issues: 

Have you something to share in future issues of The Nugget? 

Please submit your request by the 15th of the preceding month for inclusion in the following issue. 

Email:  sshafran@nevco.org  

Previous editions of The Nugget and are listed in chronological order.   

Back issues of The Nugget be found at The Nugget Back Issues.  

 
CA Alliance for Arts Education Student Voices Campaign: 

              2-minute video program for 7th-12th Grade Students 

 TBD   Deadline to submit to NC Arts for viewing at STEAM Expo 2020 

         March 1, 2020  Deadline to submit to CA Alliance for Arts Education 

           March 28, 2020  TEAM Expo 2020 viewing of selected videos 

More Information Here 

 

MORE INFO HERE 

DATE POETRY OUT LOUD 2019—2020 Schedule of Events 

 Available now Online Anthology  of poems — HERE 

Dec 16-20,  2019 Participating Schools  Finalized 

Jan 10–24, 2020 Nevada Co. School Competitions—January 24th school competitions complet-
ed 

February 4, 2020 Nevada County Countywide Competitions—Rood Center 

February 14, 2020 Deadline to register students for State Finals 

March 15-16, 2020 State Finals competition 

April - all month National Poetry Month 

Throughout April Sierra Poetry (Fringe) Festival – Pop-Up Poetry Events 

March 28, 2020 Nevada County STEAM Expo—for Poetry Out Loud Nevada County finalists 
whose poetry choices associate to STEM subject matter 

April 18, 2020 Sierra Poetry Festival—for Poetry Out Loud Nevada County finalists 

April 27-29, 2020 Poetry Out Loud National Finals 

https://partnersfamilyresourcecenters.org/
mailto:sshafran@nevco.org
http://nevco.org/the-nugget-newsletter/
https://studentvoicescampaign.org/rules
http://www.nevcoexpo.org/
https://www.poetryoutloud.org/search/?type=poem
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Did you know?  October + November 2019 

 

 

October 2019   

Date Name of Important Days 

1 Oct International Day of the Older Persons 

1 Oct International Coffee Day 

1 Oct World Vegetarian Day 

2 Oct International Day of Non-Violence 

3 Oct German Unity Day 

4 Oct World Animal Welfare Day 

5 Oct World Teachers' Day 

10 Oct World Mental Health Day 

11 Oct International Day of the Girl Child 

15 Oct Global Handwashing Day 

15 Oct World White Cane Day 

15 Oct World Students’ Day 

16 Oct World Food Day 

17 Oct International Poverty Eradication Day 

24 Oct World Development Information Day 

30 Oct World Thrift Day 

31 Oct National Unity Day 

 

November 2019   

Date Name of Important Days 

1 Nov World Vegan Day 

1 Nov All Saint’s Day 

2 Nov All Soul’s Day 

3 Nov Sandwich Day 

7 Nov Infant Protection Day 

7 Nov Nat’l Cancer Awareness Day 

10 Nov Forget-Me-Not Day 

11 Nov Veteran’s Day 

11 Nov Armistice (Remembrance) Day 

13 Nov World Kindness Day 

13 Nov Caregiver Appreciation Day 

14 Nov Sadie Hawkins Day 

17 Nov Take a Hike Day 

20 Nov Universal Children’s Day 

25 Nov 
Int’l Day for the elimination of Violence 
Against Women 

30 Nov Flag Day 

  Fourth Thursday in November—  
Thanksgiving Day—United States 

https://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/world-animal-day-1538572951-1?ref=list_gk
https://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/world-teachers-day-1538646044-1?ref=list_gk
https://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/international-day-of-the-girl-child-1570704395-1

