
 1 

             The    Nugget 
      News from the Nevada County Superintendent of Schools office 
   

        September 2019                                        Scott W. Lay, Superintendent 

Labor Day weekend is over and summer is a distant memory in our rearview mirrors.  As I visit our schools in 

Nevada County I’m greatly thankful for the dedication and professionalism of our school site staff members.  

You all truly make an incredibly positive difference in your students’ lives.  I’m also seeing and hearing that 

we are up in student enrollment in our county.  My hope is that we have turned the corner in declining en-

rollment and will see continued growth in our schools. 

My office is currently fine-tuning our countywide Professional Development Day for September 23rd titled, 

“Cultivate Resilience”.  The educational services staff has put together an impactful day on helping educators 

become more aware about how ACEs (Adverse Childhood Experiences) impact teaching and learning.  

Attendees will learn how to incorporate instructional strategies to build resilience, promote growth mindset, 

and develop social-emotional skills in our students.  We all know that very little learning will occur without 

these foundations in place. 

I wish all of you a very successful academic year. 

 
 
 

Scott W. Lay 
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Each summer, Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital Dignity Health, Nevada County Superinten-
dent of Schools, and Sierra College sponsor a program to give students entering grades      
9-12 an opportunity to contemplate a career in the health care field.

This year’s annual 4-day “Exploring Careers in Health Summer Institute” program occurred 
the week of June 17th, 2019 at Sierra Nevada Memorial Dignity Health Hospital. 

The 25 high school students who attended this free program learned about a wide range of 
careers in the medical field. “They get to do a lot, including hands-on activities and receive 
CPR/First Aid Certification,” says Sharyn Turner, NCSOS Coordinator of School Health. “It’s a 
great way to be exposed to multiple career options in the Health Services field.”  

Having direct exposure to health care professionals and being given the opportunity to     
observe them in their work environment assists students in setting up his/her vocational 
goal. Each year’s program is a little different. The course agenda is adjusted in response to 
the student questionnaire that lists the occupations they are most interested in. 

One day was spent at Sierra College, Rocklin at the Allied Health Center and nursing clinical 
lab spending time with students with various career goals, such as certified nursing assis-
tants, nutritionists and registered nurses.  The students also spent time at lunch with various 
representatives and specialties in nursing and medicine. 

The highlight of the week was the arrival of a CALSTAR air ambulance on the roof of Sierra 
Nevada Memorial Dignity Health Hospital. Students were thrilled to learn about being a   
paramedic, pilot, and flight nurse, with photos of them sitting in a helicopter , which circulat-
ed all over social media. 

Exploring Careers in Health Summer Institute 2019 

Meanwhile, in Educational Services... 
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There are three PARTNERS Family Resource Centers located in Western  

Nevada County.  Each resource center welcomes families of all ages.   We 

offer playgroups, fun kid activities, tutoring, and have clothes closets and 

computers to use.  We are there for your family for fun and support, 

through thick or thin, rain or shine.  We offer caring and confidential support when parenting and family 

life are challenging.   

We know that family life has plenty of ups and downs and are available to help you find solutions to match 

your family’s needs and values.  Whether it is a visit to our clothes closet, a need to send an important fax, 

or if your child has a challenge that tests your limits, we are there for you.  We can help you navigate refer-

rals and learn about the many services in our community.   

PARTNERS Family Resource Centers have been in our community since 2010 and are located in Penn Val-

ley at Ready Springs School, Grass Valley next to Grass Valley Charter School, and San Juan Ridge on the 

Oak Tree School campus.   

All centers have a clothes closet, lending library, playgroups or story 

times, parenting support, and housing support through CalWorks.   The 

Ridge and the Penn Valley centers host summer activities or camps, 

and the San Juan Ridge Family Resource Center has laundry facilities 

and food resources.  Grass Valley offers tutoring.    

All sites have computers and printers for your use.   

Support is available in Spanish through the Grass Valley site; the other 

centers can help make those introductions.   

We can always use your help!  Become a tutor, ESL educator, or help 

with our clothes closets.  Donations to purchase supplies or to fund our camps are always appreciated.   

To learn more, to volunteer, or donate, visit partnersfamilyresourcecenters.org for a link to the different 
FRC sites; or contact Laura Harter, Coordinator at NCSOS 530-478-6400 x2028.   

Congratulations to the ten Classified School Employees of the Year (CSEY) for the 2018-19 school year!      
Superintendent Scott W. Lay, and NCSOS staff are proud of all of you and appreciate the hard work and dedi-
cation that ultimately impacts Nevada County students! 

OFFICE & TECHNICAL: 
Tammy Shurte* - Nevada Union High School  
Laura Pare - Chicago Park Elementary School  
Francie Campbell - Magnolia Intermediate  School 
Sara Douglas - Williams Ranch Elementary School 
Bonnie Marques - Grizzly Hill School  
Debbie Valladao - Union Hill School District 

PARA-EDUCATOR & INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANCE: 
Elizabeth Collins* - Bell Hill Academy  
Kim Gilliland - Clear Creek School 

Yolanda Williges - Deer Creek School 

MAINTENANCE, OPERATIONS & FACILITIES:  
Similoni Filikitonga* - Nevada County Superintendent of Schools 

*Also Countywide Employee of the Year

https://www.facebook.com/Nevada-Union-High-School-501780566620716/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARB7tH6XaZBTpg7YtSVY3ETYJVT8zkBXWSNR9O0KEDIn-g7SC8chXWt6bPp7YHGcLqbxGQOAYLEsIGH1&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAdozn64tv8Lo5YUrJDSm8UXzW4pQWvqZwAkwHlWjea2fd_UEL27b6o0gEWXvw2
https://www.facebook.com/Chicago-Park-Elementary-School-278045669338544/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAAh9LZsk71q66BFb5b_0s4yv0uIOgetWwOkmx_FZQ6rRcmWnYLfw6d_6h7ubVLw7NZ1Sd2Yp98hI4b&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAdozn64tv8Lo5YUrJDSm8UXzW4pQWvqZwAkwHlWjea2fd_UEL27b6o0g
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Magnolia-Intermediate/315023058683668?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBjQzSrGykWzDKai0sUV9-OcCcLGn5Fpi60zyzWERiTSkHgTqI2aIggekLJjOwTpQurUAslKAhtpgyc&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAdozn64tv8Lo5YUrJDSm8UXzW4pQWvqZwAkwHlWjea2fd_UEL27b6o0gEWXv
https://www.facebook.com/GrizzlyHillSchool/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDbSolmKfJkfGJNsLnlBMBUwU58rmqCunAZ8wshZ-w0XNge2BeK2buHfl78b9BlNHIsClK5YgKtPnXZ&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAdozn64tv8Lo5YUrJDSm8UXzW4pQWvqZwAkwHlWjea2fd_UEL27b6o0gEWXvw298AmkBdyWPpqYD8JyQb-33y
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Union-Hill-School-District/122309757825893?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBzKj_oNNpITmDhcud2atvYMITgKnTR_zmdOldTYDowYWf7fi_wE2LUEojVOUzSDCW_kxQ59_FWXbH9&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAdozn64tv8Lo5YUrJDSm8UXzW4pQWvqZwAkwHlWjea2fd_UEL27b6o0
https://www.facebook.com/clearcreekschool/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARB4Mf_dg3XKCQwtjkFiO8QV4x3zOyPyvQYL_-6xY7LvIjhZF9YfUC-WY8gr5RkJZjDE0CiChRPDpLGn&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAdozn64tv8Lo5YUrJDSm8UXzW4pQWvqZwAkwHlWjea2fd_UEL27b6o0gEWXvw298AmkBdyWPpqYD8JyQb-33yB
https://www.facebook.com/NCSOS/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARC99yw486A8DtzD6P-OZbnq3-JjUnctzfe8dNVxOBo0ZYhIP_v84J_gvcApX3KjiPp2jEMtScxDHfcA&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAdozn64tv8Lo5YUrJDSm8UXzW4pQWvqZwAkwHlWjea2fd_UEL27b6o0gEWXvw298AmkBdyWPpqYD8JyQb-33yB57WUs3LuVrl
https://partnersfamilyresourcecenters.org
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Email Melissa Parrett 

Email Charlotte Peterson 

mailto:mparrett@nevco.org
mailto:cpeterson@nevco.org
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MORE INFO HERE 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CvGoLeTtu1DYvuhgGiFZmT0ZaK3a7EfG/view?usp=sharing
mailto:mbalderston@nevco.org
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Teacher Induction 

Program BTSA /CTIP 
All seminars are  

4:30-6:30PM, held in the  

Training Room at the NCSOS office: 

380 Crown Point Cir. , Grass Valley 

To learn more, visit  

North Coast School of Ed. 

Teacher Induction—The North Coast Teacher Induction 
Program BTSA /CTIP 
Susan Clarabut, Instructor 

Working weekly with their mentors over the course of two years, teachers 
take a deep dive into California’s 6 standards for the teaching profession to 
examine and reflect upon their own teaching practices.  Teachers deter-
mine what their area for growth is and along with their mentors, what per-
sonalized professional development they will use to improve their teach-
ing.  Areas for professional development often include topics such as class-
room management and set-up, social media, Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL), behavioral supports, best practices for teaching special populations 
and EL students, trauma based instruction, assumptions and equity, diversi-
ty, and teacher ethics.  Most importantly, teachers have a mentor who is 
there to support, reassure and celebrate with them. 

Mentors meet five times in the year at NCSOS, from 4:30-6:30  to take their 
own deep dive into best practices in mentoring.   

Requirements for participation in the program include having a preliminary 
teaching credential and being employed as a teacher.   

Additional information on induction can be found on the North Coast 
School of Education site www.ncsoe.org    

Richard C. Davis Scholarship Program 

2019 Richard C. Davis Scholarships 

The Delta Sierra Executive Board was pleased to honor two outstanding gradu-

ates and one returning recipient who were recognized for their resiliency to 

overcome personal obstacles to graduate from high school and continue their 

education.  

Through learning, these students have been able to accomplish what they nev-

er thought they would be able to do. We will continue to value our students 

and support them in all ways possible to ensure each and every student’s suc-

cess through learning.  

Information on the 2020 scholarship program will be posted on the CASCWA 

website during the 2019-20 school year. If you work with, or are aware of, a 

student who has overcome adversity and is now on a path to go forward with 

his/her education, please submit a scholarship application to the Delta Sierra  

Scholarship Committee for consideration.  

To access our website, click on the link below: 

 CASCWA Home Page  CASCWA Delta Sierra Home Page 

Nevada County’s own 
Alyssa Laney 

2019 recipient 

http://www.ncsoe.org
http://ncsoe.org
https://www.cascwa.org/
https://www.cascwa.org/copy-of-bay-area
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NCSOS Arts Coordinator, Kimberly Ewing 

NCSOS is happy to introduce our new Arts Coordinator, Kimberly Ewing. 
A classroom teacher by day, Kim enjoys a well rounded performing arts career in local 
theater, dance, and improvisational comedy. She is also a broadcaster on the local 
radio station KVMR and co-hosts a bi-monthly educational talk show called Education-
ally Speaking with Superintendent Scott W. Lay. Kim has written a memoir of her solo 
travels abroad and is now dabbling in podcasting and digital media arts for local non-
profit organizations like Bear Yuba Land Trust. Kim is currently an active member of 

the  Nevada County Arts Council’s Education Committee.  Welcome, Kim! 

Please share your newsworthy arts info with Kim: kewing@nevco.org 

Learn more about  

National Arts in Education 

Week here 

The Arts 

. .. 

To All Art Docent Leads and Volunteers:  
All Art Docent Leads and Volunteers: Please come and join 
our "Meet & Greet" gathering on Wednesday, September 
25 from 9am-11am in NCSoS Board Meeting Room. We will 
share a sample visual arts lesson from the Art Docent Pro-
gram, collaborate and give refresher tips and offer NEW ex-
panded strategies to further engage and deepen students' 
learning through the visual arts lessons.  

Please RSVP to NCSoS Art Coordinator, Kimberly Ewing at 
kewing@nevco.org. Hope to see you there! 

NCSOS  
Summary of Arts Education 

Programs: 2019-2020 

Offering local, state, and national arts 

programs countywide, grades K-12. 

Learn More Here 

10 Important Things to Know About 

Arts Education in California 

For the past thirty years, arts education 

in California’s schools has been disap-

pearing at an alarming rate. Only 11% 

of the public schools are meeting state 

goals for arts instruction. The state’s 

recent fiscal crisis has resulted in still 

more dramatic cuts to visual and per-

forming arts education programs. 

MORE INFO HERE 

Learn More Here 

mailto:kewing@nevco.org
https://www.americansforthearts.org/by-topic/arts-education/national-arts-in-education-week
mailto:kewing@nevco.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18MP7oBYanaO7FlOilZ3pL14pEy4pBKnY/view?usp=sharing
https://www.artsed411.org/
https://sites.google.com/nevco.org/arts/home


 9 

There’s Music in the Air 

 
Music in the Mountains/MIM 
grades K - 12 

 

Link Up Carnegie Hall: grades 3-5. Music re-
corder & lesson plans with push-in music teach-
er. Participants will play with Sacramento Phil-
harmonic Symphony on March 31, 2020. 
https://www.musicinthemountains.org/ or please 
email marges@musicinthemountains.org for de-
tails. 

 

MIM Youth Orchestra: grades 3 - 12. Meets 
Mondays after school. All ability levels. Conduct-
ed by Richard Altenbach. First session starts 
September 9th.  
Email marges@musicinthemountains.org  
for details. 
 

MIM Youth Choir: grades 9-12. Inviting teens to 
sing in advanced ensemble on Monday eve-
nings. Conducted by Ryan Murray. First session 
starts September 9th. Email 
ryan@musicinthemountains.org  for details. 

 

Take 5 for Music (prev. Brummett Taylor 
Classical music): grades K-6. Powerful yet easy 
classical music listening CDS with composer 
backstories.  
Email marges@musicinthemountains.org  
for details. 
 

Free in school concerts: In the spring of 
2020, the MIM Youth Orchestra will perform 6 
free concerts. First come, first served. To sign up 
email marges@musicinthemountains.org. 

 

Scholarships: MIM has several scholarship 
programs for young musicians, including a schol-
arship to help with the costs associated with 
learning to play an instrument. For more details 
visit. https://www.musicinthemountains.org/
education/scholarships-and-awards/ 

 

InConcert Sierra:  
grades 3 & up  
 

Annual Third-grade Education Concerts: 
InConcert Sierra (ICS) presents educational programs 
yearly to Nevada County’s youth through visiting concert 
artists.  The annual springtime educational kids concerts 
are for third-grade students countywide. 
If you are interested in helping by volunteering or sup-
porting our educational and scholarship programs, 
please contact the InConcert Sierra office at                  
530-273-3990 or info@inconcertsierra.org 

 

Composers Project with Mark Vance: 
This is a comprehensive school-year long course to learn 
about and enjoy hands-on experience composing your 
own works and having them performed by professional 
musicians. In addition, you will meet influential people 
who may be instrumental in your pursuit of your musical 
goals and igniting your passion, while attending concerts 
with a new ear and meeting the musicians – understand-
ing their perspective. An experience of a lifetime! 
 

Scholarship/grant programs: 
Our Music Matters Grant Program is going 
strong.  Grants of up to $750 may be awarded to Nevada 
County music students (Nevada County residents), ages 
10-22, who submit an application and successfully pass 
a selection process. 

Nevada Joint Union High School District Scholarship  
InConcert Sierra is proud to be part of the annual 
NJUHSD  Outgoing Seniors Scholarship Program. The 
scholarships are awarded in June of each season and 
presented at the NJUHSD scholarship award ceremo-
nies. 

Instrument Loan & Grant Program — ICS accepts dona-
tions of quality musical instruments that can be loaned or gifted 
to deserving young musicians. We currently are working on 
locating new homes for several instruments. 

 

Adult Programs: 
Adult Education Seminars — The adult seminars are simi-
lar to our house concerts, providing an hour-long in-
depth and informative presentation about varied topics 
relating to classical music, followed by great conversa-
tion and refreshments. Past seminars have featured in-
formative classes on conducting, movie music, and a 
variety of instruments such as the harp, piano, and reed 
instruments. 

https://www.musicinthemountains.org/
mailto:marges@musicinthemountains.org
mailto:marges@musicinthemountains.org
mailto:ryan@musicinthemountains.org
mailto:marges@musicinthemountains.org
mailto:marges@musicinthemountains.org
https://www.musicinthemountains.org/education/scholarships-and-awards/
https://www.musicinthemountains.org/education/scholarships-and-awards/
http://www.inconcertsierra.org/education-outreach/outreach-concert-for-third-grade-students/
http://www.inconcertsierra.org/education-outreach/composers-project-with-mark-vance/
http://www.inconcertsierra.org/education-outreach/music-matters-youth-music-grant/
http://www.inconcertsierra.org/education-outreach/nevada-joint-union-district-scholarship/
http://www.inconcertsierra.org/education-outreach/instrument-gift-program/
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Spoken Word and more... 

LEARN MORE HERE 

ABOUT GRANTS INITIATIVES RESOURCES BLOG 

https://www.capoetryoutloud.org/
http://arts.ca.gov/aboutus/
http://arts.ca.gov/programs/
http://arts.ca.gov/initiatives
http://arts.ca.gov/resources
https://medium.com/calartscouncil
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You Are What You Eat... 

Grass Valley School District 

Child Nutrition Program  

Monthly Updates   

School Lunch Menus  

Nutrition + Education Information 

LEARN MORE HERE 

LEARN MORE HERE 

     More Information 

More Information    Más información 

LEARN MORE HERE 

http://connectingpoint.org/marketmoney/
https://uwnc.org/food-access-saturday
http://www.nevadacountycns.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-TAzr8woCRF25iMP-gJh7ycO7Fu9PHZn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OQ5PbMhKjr02VZAuOElJBW28FII--i2c/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OQ5PbMhKjr02VZAuOElJBW28FII--i2c/view?usp=sharing
https://sierraharvest.org
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United Way of Nevada County is in the planning stages of the Grass  
Valley Free 2-day Health Care Clinic which will take place on Jan. 11th and 12th of 2020. 
Organized in conjunction with the Roseville-based nonprofit California CareForce, United 
Way of Nevada County will be hosting the event, which will take place at the Nevada Coun-
ty Fairgrounds for the first time. The cost of such a huge event is quite substantial, howev-
er, through the kindness of people like Una Kobrin, who recently contacted United Way to 
share her story, it will all come together.  
United Way is still in need of donors (sponsors) to help with everything needed to make the 

clinic happen. Also needed are general volunteers and medical professionals to volunteer 

their time during the 2020 clinic. There is also a need for volunteers to help set up and tear 

down two days before, and on Monday after the clinic. Anyone interested in volunteering 

during the two-day clinic, or donating to help bring it to fruition, is encouraged to call   

United Way at 530-274-8111, email admin@uwnc.org or visit http://www.uwnc.org. 

MORE INFO ON CLASSES 

 

What is Discover & Go 

Discover & Go is a program provided by your li-
brary that offers free and low-cost passes for mu-
seums, science centers, zoos, theatres, and other 
cultural destinations. You must meet your li-
brary's minimum age requirement and live within 
your library's service area to use the Discover & 
Go Service. 

How do I get a Pass? 

Log in with your library card credentials and 

browse for passes by date or attractions. Make 

your reservation and print or download your pass 

shortly before your visit. You can have two active 

reservations per library card. If you reserve a pass 

and do not use it or cancel the reservation, the 

unused pass will count towards your limit. Re-

member that once you print or download your 

pass you cannot cancel your reservation. Pass is  

non-transferable.  Valid ID is required. 

 MORE INFO HERE 

mailto:admin@uwnc.org
http://www.uwnc.org
http://www.libraryaware.com/2016/Posts/View/644e183a-6e63-47c1-8d58-203aec78d55a?SID=fea1de3e-bea7-4ee1-83b5-a2c645ed7913
https://mynevadacounty.discoverandgo.net
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Quick Reference Guide 

CPR/AED/First Aid Skills Demo Check Class 

The cost of the class is $45.00 and must be paid PRIOR to us sending you a link to the on-line 

course – we accept exact cash or check only. NOTE: the fee is non-refundable.  

You can either stop by our office to pay or mail the check - payable to NCSOS.   

Please do not mail cash. 

Mail checks to: NCSOS 380 Crown Point Circle, Grass Valley, CA 95945 ATTN: CPR.   

MORE INFO Volunteer tutors needed! 

DATE  CLASS DESCRIPTION TIME 

Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2019  CPR/AED/First Aid Skills Demo check 3:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 

Thursday, October 10, 2019 CPR/AED/First Aid Skills Demo check 3:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 

Monday, October 28, 2019 CPR/AED/First Aid Skills Demo check 3:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 

Submissions for future Nugget issues: 

Have you something to share in future issues of The Nugget? 

Please submit your request by the 15th of the preceding month for inclusion in the following issue. 

Email:  sshafran@nevco.org  

Previous editions of The Nugget and are listed in chronological order.   

Back issues of The Nugget be found at The Nugget Back Issues.  
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https://partnersfamilyresourcecenters.org/
mailto:sshafran@nevco.org
http://nevco.org/the-nugget-newsletter/
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Dates to remember in September 2019 

 Labor Day: September 2 

 Brazil Independence Day (1822): September 7 

 Grandparents Day: September 8 

 Patriot Day and National Day of Service and Remembrance: September 11 

 National Hispanic Heritage Month: September 15-October 15 

 National Stepfamily Day: September 16 

 Mexico Independence Day (1810): September 16 

 Unmarried and Single Americans Week: September 16-22 

 National Staffing Employee Week: September 16-22 

 Constitution Day and Citizenship Day: September 17 

 National Dance Day: September 21 

 71st Emmy Awards (television): September 22 

 World Tourism Day: September27 

 Ancestor Appreciation Day: September 27 

 National Coffee Day: September 29 

 

  

National Preparedness Month 2019 

MORE INFO HERE 

 

National Wilderness 

Month 2019 

MORE INFO HERE 

 

 

MORE INFO HERE 

https://www.ready.gov/september
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/stories/2019/national-wilderness-month.html
http://hispanicheritagemonth.org



